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1 December 1853

Holland, Michigan

It was reported in De Hollander on this date that a group of people gathered in Grand Rapids to
form a society to assist poor Netherlanders to come to America. G. [Gijsbert?] Haan opened the
meeting with prayer. C. Steketee was elected secretary and J. Bijlsma, treasurer.
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, July, 2002.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.

1853, 12-01

Translation by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 1 December 1853

Organized help for Dutch families who want to emigrate

We print the following as requested by our friends in Grand Rapids:
Yesterday night, the first of November, the Dutch gathered — called by the consistory of
the Gereformeerde Church in Grand Rapids, which felt inspired to encourage all friends
of mankind to help the poor, oppressed and suffering families who want to move from the
Netherlands to America but are unable to help themselves because of their poverty.
Towards that purpose we gathered in the church building. G. Haan opened the meeting
with prayer, we sang a verse, we talked with one another and approved of the following
set of rules. Afterwards we chose — through the use of folded notes — a Secretary and a
Treasurer.
There were 24 people who votes. C. Steketee received 21 for the position of Secretary
and Jan Bijlsma received 19 votes for the position of Treasurer. They were declared to be
chosen for these positions. We decided that our organization would have started the first
of October. We charged our Secretary with sending a copy of our minutes and our rules
to the editor of the Nieuwsbode and request him to print them, and ask the same of the
Hollander (and all newsletters in the Netherlands). The meeting was adjourned after
prayer of thanksgiving. A new meeting date was not set.
C. Steketee, Secretary
J. Bijlsma, Treasurer
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Rules of the Organization
Charity for Brotherly Allegiance
In Grand Rapids, Michigan

Article 1
Appointed as Secretary: Cornelis Steketee, Jz. (formerly from Borssele, island of Zuid
Beveland, in Zeeland); and as Treasurer: Jan Bijlsma (formerly from Wier in Friesland).
Article 2
Both the Secretary and the Treasurer will do their work without pay, they will do their
work free of charge for one full year, after which a new election will take place.
Article 3
The Treasurer will not keep more than five dollars in cash. He has to deposit the
incoming money into a bank account and give notification of the deposit to the Secretary,
so that we can keep a good account of the cash flow.
Article 4
Every member is obligated to pay his dues monthly to the Treasurer.
Article 5
When the organization has enough money saved to be able to let a family come over,
than every contributing member may suggest a family. All members who pay a sixpence
per week can submit the name of one family, all members who pay a shelling per week
can submit two families. After all names are gathered, we will draw lots to determine
which family may come.
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Article 6
Members can only submit the names of families who are really in need and absolutely not
able to pay their own way.
Article 7
The families that come over can settle wherever they choose, but they are obligated (if
they are able to do so) to pay back the funds that we spent on their journey to our
organization.
Article 8
Members who do no longer contribute the amount they promised — so that we can save
enough money to invite a family over — lo se their right to submit names.
Article 9
If others express a desire to join our organization and contribute dues, they will be
obligated to pay also for the past dues if they want to submit names for the first drawing
of lots.
Article 10
The funds will be transferred to a correspondent and will not be paid until the moment of
departure, covering only the fare and provisions (this rule may be bypassed if the
organization deems this necessary).
Article 11
All correspondence regarding our organization has to be send postage free to our
Secretary.
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